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LETTER to Mr. ROBERT © 


WODDROW, &c. W A 


— 


D A VING gone to wait on a Friend: at his Chamber; 
SS , N nin Harveſt laſt, I found lying before him the Firſt 
73s, 2 volume of your Hiſtory of the Suffer ingt of the Church | 
% Scotland, from the Reſtoration to the Revolution. 1 
£58 could only have Time to look into ſome few Paſſa ges 
4 Ss of the Book; wherein, tho I found ſome plain "4 
oe = A 0 = oeries in Fall ( whether by you or your Informers, 
I ſhall not determine) and many Things true at the 
bag but wholly diſguiſed by your Way of relating them ; with di- 
verting Interludes of Nonſenſe and Treaſon in your own Reflections, and 
Obſervations upon the Papers you inſert ; yet 1 could not but applaud 
the Deſign ; nor could I blame the Author, who has but traced the 
Steps of the worthy Forefathers of the presbyierian Faith, whoſe beloved 
Method, ever ſince the Days of their great Apoltle Calvin, has been, to 
flick at nothing, however deſtructive to Chriſtianity and humane Society, 
that might ſerve to advance their Dagon, and ſecure them in their Uſur- 
patiqns. 
Among other Things, I fnd you in Two or Three Places of the Book, 
inviting ſome other Perſon, who has Time-and Leiſure for ſuch a Work, 
to favour the World with a Hiſtory of the Period of Time, which im- 
mediately preceeds that which you have undertaken, for which you ſay = 
he cannot want Materials even from the Publick Records: But in this 
you ſeem to have forgot what you remark in another Place (and indeed 
that is one of thoſe few Truths that you tell) that theſe. Records were 
all caſt away in a Frigate, coming back from London, after the Reſtoration, 
to which Place they had been carried, "Py your F riend Cromwel's Order. 


As Notwith | 
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And that altho' the 4 Chriſtians, as our elder Brothers, had a 


- Notwichilanding this Fon ent, I Ford my Friend. very willing 


to comply with your Propoſal, tho“ at that Time he was not jo much as 
dreaming of the Tenth Part of the Materials, that now -are come to his 
Hands. Le very juftly thought, that a Hiſtory of what paſt from 1 537, 

to the Reſtoration, would be. the Hiſtory of the Sufferings of the (Church uf 
Scotland, with a Witneſs; ſo that he Who would paint them to the Life, 


needs only to enumerate all the war RL humane Nature can be 


paſſive. 
This Gentleman Bark wrote to me laſt Week, that he is more and 


more encouraged to proceed, not only from your repeated Invitations, but 


_ chiefly, becauſe he finds that Work partially and unfaithfully handled by 


ſome, and but very ſuperficially by others, who wanted the Materials 
that now he is happily Maſter of. Only he asks Pardon, that it is not in 
his Power, in all Things, to follow your Method: For he reſolves, in- 

ſtead of Forgeries and diſguiſed Truths, to advance Nothing as certain in 
Fact, without Vouchers above Exception: And as to Obſervations, tho 
at firſt he inchned to make none; but only to give a bare Collection, as 
your dear Friend Mr. Ruſborth pretends to do; yet _— that you 
have taken a Liberty that Way, he hopes you will not grudge him the 
like Freedom, Oaly here again, he is. conftrained to vary from your 


Method; for inftead of your Way of arguing in your Remarks, he ap- 


eals to the World, Whether what he advances in Point of Argument, be 
not founded upon uncontroverted Law, natuual and r and ſo· 
lid Principles of Chriſtianity ? 

And becauſe you and my Friend are both on "cla ſame Delign; * 
publiſhing our Church's Sufferings, tho in different Periods, he hach ſent 
me the Firſt Part of his Work in Manuſcript, and deſires I would com- 
municate to you a ſhort Sketch of the Whole; which he intends to make 
Publick, - ſo ſoon as your Second Volume comes out. 
In Compliance therefore with his Requeſt, I {hall in ſoak Words ac- 


quaint you, That in the general, He Firſt, makes an impartial Collecti- 


on of what paſt in Church and State, from 163 7, to 1660, w with ſome 
proper Remarks and Obſervations upon ſuch Papers as are inſert. 

2dly, Tho" your Labours ſcarce nced any Commentary; yet conſide- 
ring the Perſons for whoſe Benefit you write; viz. your ſelf in the firſt 
Place, whoſe very Seed-time is your Harveſt-time, at once. ſowing Tares, 
and reaping Gold: And then your principal Readers, to wit, the Ma- 
trons in the Weſt-bow at Edinburgh, and the Ladies of the white Regiment 
at Glaſgow : And on the other Hand, this Gentleman being obſtinate- 
ly reſolved to write only for the delle of Men of Senſe, Hogour, 
and Conſcience, he finds it needful to make a few ſhort Remarks upon 
your learned and pions Works. 

ah, Becauſe the Church of Scotland 4 not as yet dank: out her 
Cup, during that Period where you defign to cloſe ; he judges it not im- 


Proper to continue 1 Hliſtory for ſome Years after the late happy Rev 


volut ion. 
By following this Method, my Friend f it will be, dect, 19, 


That in GOD's Account, the Church of Scotland has been no Baſtard : 
double 


* 


double Portion of Sufferings; yet that ſtill there has been a Child's” 


the ſad Experience of that Period now in our View, nay of all preceed- 
ing Ages, ſince Chriſtianity had a Name in the World, can atteſt, That 
the bittereſt of the Church's Enemies, have been ſuch as ſprung out 
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of her own Bowels; and that even thoſe who ſwear, The LORD liveth, 


* 


may yet hate and caſt out their Bretheren for his Sake. | | . 
- --24ly, It will thence be evident to the World, what unſpeakable Service 
you have done to this Church and Nation, by publiſhing this your Work; 
which hath given Occaſion to a diligent Search, and finding out of ſome 
Things very proper to be known by all good Men, that otherways 
might unhappily have lain for ever buried in Oblivion. 

As to Remarks on your Hiſtory, which is the ſecond Thing this Gentles 
man hath undertaken, he hath not as yet committed any to Writing ; nor 
indeed is it proper, till your ſecond Volume appear, where he expects a 


far larger Field for Obſervation, than in the Firſt: And for what paſt 


with reſpe& to the Church's Sufferings ſince that Period, which is your 
Province, he has as yet received but few Materials, but is not very anxi- 
ous about it; ſince he knows better how to find them, than thoſe of an 
older Date: But of the Period which preceeds that which you bave un- 
dertaken, he has, as I have told you, intreated me to ſend you a Kind 


of Breviate; aud Fcriouſly intreats your Judgment of it, on Suppoſition; 


that the Book when it ſhall appear, will anſwer what you find here uns 
dertaken. = | on „ 
In the firſt Place then, he gives you a pretty large and full Introdus 
Qion ; containing hiſtorical Reflections upon the Scots Presbyterian De- 
portment, from the Reformation to the Lear 1637, where the Spirit of 
that Faction is ſufficiently diſplayed, and their antimonarchical and Jeſui- 
tiral Principles and Practices irrefragably evinced, either from their own 
publick Acts, or from the Teſtimonies of their own greateſt Champions, 
Buchanan, Knox, Calderwood; &c. with ſome ſhort Glances at their tur- 
bulent, ſeditious and rebellious Behaviour in other Countries, where they 
have been either tolerated or connived at. „ 
There you will find an impartial Account, not only of their cruel and 
bloody Poſitions, with reſpect to all ſuch as oppoſe them in their Way 3 
but of their deſperate Plots, Conſpiracies and open Rebellions, not only 
againſt Queen Mary, but King James her Son, through all the Steps ot his 
Minority, and many Years thereafter ; till at length by the Mercy of 
GOD to this Church, and the Care and Vigilancy of that wiſe and 
peaceable'Prince, they were taken in theit own Net : Yet never ceaſed 
Under-hand working, till having juſtled out the Orthodox and Loyal 
Clergy, they thruſt themſelves in again upon the Church, for her fur- 
ther Trial, at that fatal Year, which begins the Hiſtory he has unders 
taken, and cloſes the Introduction. : wy 3 85 
In the Body of the Book you will find it clearly proven Firſt, How in 
that deſperate and unnatural Rebellion, againſt the beſt of Kings and 
beſt of Men, however Religion was . pretended; that yet they did iurend 
nothing leſs: 24%, That the Scots Presbyterian Covenanters at that Time; 
* HO” B * notwith⸗ 
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Part reſerved for us, ſufficient to remove the Brand of Baftardy, and at: 
teſt our Legitimation: Nor is it always neceſſary, in order to a Chiirch's © © 
Perſecutions, that her Lot fall to be under a Nero or a Dioclefian 3 fince 
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of - notwithſtanding their demure Pretence to Reformation, took a much 
more effectual Method to undermine and ruine the Reformed Religion, 


than ever the Conclave or Jeſuits did. 3tio, That the {aid Faction was 
really guilty of the Blood of the Royal! Mariyr, and ſold him for Money 


to his Enemies. 4to, That the (ovenant, and whole other Steps of that 


Rebcllior, were hatched and contrived betwixt them and Cardinal Richliew. 
5ro, That they were the Perſons, who for their own private Advantage, 
enſlaved their Country, and finally themſelves to Foreigners. 6#0, That 
they were one of the great Cauſes, both of raiſing and continuing the Re- 
bellion in Ireland. Imo, That they were the Inſtigators and Raiſers of the 
execrable Rebellion in England. „ 
All theſe Things being made evident, and conſidering the many bar- 
barous Murders committed by them in cold Blood, upon the beſt and 
loyaleſt of his Majeſty's gubjects; nay, their imploying (as my Author 
confidently affirms ) Aſſaſſines to murder ſome of them; and permitting 
thoſe Wretches to join the King's Army for that End ; and above all, 
their deep Malice and deliberate Cruelty againſt Church-men ; my Friend 
very juſtly infers, that tho! it ſhould be granted, that unuſual Severities 
were inflicted upon that Faction, after his Majeſty's happy | Reſtoration ; 
yet all was but light and trivial, in reſpe& of what they moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved. For tho' private Revenge be forbidden among Chriſtans, yet 
that which is publick, and acted by ſuch as are clothed with lawful Au · 
thority, is plainly commanded ; which Poſition, except by ſuch as have 
herded themſelves with the very worſt of Phanaticks, wits never denied by 
any Set of Men. And it is but too evident, that the Succeſlors of that 
Prince do to this Day feel the diſmal Effects of his erue! Clemency, to- 
wards a reſtle{s Faction. of whoſe Obedience Coercion is the ſureſt Prin- 
ciple ; and whom nothing but the vigorous Execution of the Laws. can 


make peaceable ; ſo that what Queen El abeth uſed to ſay, That ſbe knew 


what would pleaſe the Papiſts, but could never learn what would content the Puri- 
fans, could be ſadly and experimentally atteſted by all her Succeſſors, but 
chiefly King Charles I. whoſe Conceſſions and Promiſes, tho? his rebellious 
Subjects in Scotland were forced to confeſs, that notwithſtanding all their 


own Provocations, were not only. verbal ( as their Teachers then wickedly 


endeavoured to make the People believe ) but fincere and real, and made 
good by him to the very laſt. All theſe Seven Points I ſhall here briefly touch 
at, not according to the Order of Time, as they ſtand in the Book, but 
as I have here at Random ſet them down. | „ 
As to the firſt Point, That Religion, however demurely pretended, yet 
was never really intended by the Scots Covenanters during that Rebellion; 
He makes appear from this, among many other Things, that the Seeds of 
that Sedition were ſown by them, long before any of the Grievances, or 
pretended Innovations in Religion, which they complain'd of, were ever 
eard of among them. The true Ground then of all their Mutinies from 


the Year 1637 and downward, he proves firſt to have been his Majeſtys | 


general Revocation, which tho' no Incroachment on their Liberties or 
Properties, nor at all an Innovation, but' rather what all his Predeceſſors 
had ever done, upon their Acceſſion to the Crown; yet thereby the Eſtates 


of many, who thereafter became Ringleadets of the Govenant, being 


drought within the Compaſs and Danger of the Law, they could not — 
2 EW, | „ ö ER” bear 


* 


9 


g e * 
: REN * 
* 


| > SC” | 
bear muttering, tho' his Majeſty was. graciouſly pleaſed to declare to 
them, That he would wave all Adauntages, that the Law gave him upon a= - 
ny of their Fortunes; wherein he religiouſly kept his royal Word to the 
End: But this they would never truſt. 102 1 2 £166 
Another Thing that rais' d the Spleen of the Faction againſt that excel - 
lent Prince, was the Commiſſion of Surrender of Superiorities and Teinds; 
which tho' it was one of the greateſt Services to the Church, that could be 
done by a Chriſtian Prince; yet it highly diſſatisfied che Laick Patrons of 
Churches, who were moſt of them leading Men, and gf the firſt Quality 
in the Nation. # | „„ 
There is a Third Cauſe of their Diſcontent aſſigned by the King 
himſelf in his large Declaration, viz. His refuſing, at his being here in the 
Tear 1633, to grant new Titles of Honour to ſome of them, who afterwards 
became principal Covenanters. Yet all theſe Three not being able to 
gain them a Party, they began at the fitting down of the Parliament that 
Year, to ſuggeſt great Fears, that dangerous Innovations in Religion were 
” then to be attempted ; which, tho' it was neither believed by themſelves, 
* nor proved true in the Event, yet made no ſmall Impreſſion on vulgar 
Minds; eſpecially being {ſeconded by a Practice of their Teachers (for 
which my Author is one of their own Number) viz. they had got into 
a Cuſtom by that Time, ot keeping a Faſt in all Churches, where the 
Miniſter was of their own Stamp, upon the firſt LORD's Day of cach 
Quarter, of which there was no publick Intimation made; only the 
Preachers did privately invite fuch of their Flock, as from Time to Time 
they. could bring over to their Party, to join in it: And in thoſe Days of 
Fafting, their Sermons were mainly levelled at the Danger Religion was 
in by Prelacy and its Dependencies; and in their Prayers they made 
Supplication for Remedy, and for a Bleſſing upon the Means to be uſed 
for that End; which greatly prevailed upon the unthinking Vulgar. 
Things being thus prepared, there was a Petition ready to have been 
preſented to his Majeſty during the Sitting of that Parliament, for re- 
dreſs of pretended Grievances, whereof the Author has only recovered an 
Abbreviate: But this was happily cruſhed in the Bud, and the Framer 
and Contriver of it ſentenced to Death, but graciouſly pardoned by the 
This Project therefore not having taken Effect, they ſoon framed ano- 
ther. For ſcarce was his Majeſty arriv'd back at London, when they be- 
gan to endeavour to poiſon the People with vile, falſe and ſeditious 
Pamphlets againſt the Court, whereof our Author gives you two or 
three, whereby it might eaſily be conjectured, what was in their Intenti- 
ons; the traducing of a Government being, we know, the Forerunner 
to caſting it off, and libelling the Forlorn Hope to Rebellion. 
| Yer tis worth our Notice, That at that Time, they did only at the 
Rebound charge his Majeſty with thoſe alledged Grievances ; but the 
Load of them was directly to fall upon the Biſhops, thereby to under- 
mine and blow up their Reputation, and make them ſtink in the No- 
ſtrils of all Ranks. This joined with a conſtant Correſpondence they 
had for many Vears ſecretly and ſucceſsfully kept with their Brethren in 
England and Ireland, greatly contributed to the bringing about the fatal 
Revolution in Anno 1637, and downward; to which alſo tis with too 
good Ground aſſerted by the Author, That the Treachery of ſome _ 
8 B 2 N the 
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Parliament. arg | 

From all this then our Author makes it appear, that before either the 
Book of Common Prayer, or Book of Canons were thought on, the Seeds of 
Sedition were ſown by the Contrivers of the Covenant; and conſequently, 
whatever their Pretenſions were, Religion by them was never really ins 


« * 1 


the King's Perſon contributed not a little; which this Gentleman convin- 
eingly purſues through many Sheets. 


Vet all this not being ſufficient, they were conſtrained to ly quiet, 
and wait for ſome happy Occaſton of venting their Spleen againſt his 


Majeſty, and railing the P opulace, whom now they had at Command: 5 
But nothing of that occurred till Four Years thereafter, that the King with 


Advice of the Prelates of both Kingdoms appointed the Liturgy to be 


read in all Churches. At this then, they railed a Clamour, That his 
Majeſty by Advicg of the Biſhops, was bringing in the MaſS-book; and 


what followed upon the Reading thereof at Edinburgh and elſewhere, our 
Author fairly and impartially relates, from publick Prints and publick 


Records, wherein all the Steps of that Revolution are diſtinctly ſer forth, 


from its contemptible Beginning, by a Rabble of Women and Children, 
to its full Growth and Perfection, by Men of all Ranks their joining in 
the Defection; which at length arrived to that Height, that nothing leſs 
would pleaſe them, than the utter aboliſhing Firſt of the Mitre, and 


then flinging the Crown after it: For, that thoſe Mutineers were ne- 


ver reſolved, even from the Beginning, to be ſatisfied with any Conceſ- 


ſion leſs than the Ruine of the Monarchy, is evident from their own Res, 
monſtrances and Proteſtations, compared with his Majeſty's Proclama®* 
tions, and other Acts of State; where, to the moſt ſuperficial Reader, 


it will appear, that the King's Conceſſions came fully up to all their De- 
mands: Vet no ſooner was that proclaimed, but new Things were 
asked, never before pretended to, and as inconſiſtent with 'monarchical 


Government, as they were with the Duty of Subjects to their Prince. Of 


this we need no further Inftance, than their Second Rebellion in the Year 
1640, when they were not able ſo much as to frame a Pretext of the 
leaſt Infringement of their religious or civil Liberties, both theſe having 
the Year before, been ſettled ro their Minds, both in an Aſſembly and 


tended. | | | 

And what he has in the next Place undertaken, is no leſs evident; viz, 
That the pretended Reformers in thoſe unhappy Days whereof he gives 
the Hiſtory, did take ſuch a Courſe to undermine and blow up the re- 
formed Religion, by the Scandal of Rebellion, Diſobedience, Cruelty, 
Treachery, and Diabolical Diſtinctions which they did their utmoſt to 


caſt upon it, that if the Conclave, and Congregation de propaganda fide, 
nay the whole Society of Feſuits and ſeminary Prieſts had met together, 
and rack d their Wits, to contrive compendious Methods of Ruin and 
| Deſtruction to the Reformation, they could hardly have fallen upon fo 


proper a Courſe, as the revers'd Evangeliſis of thoſe Times made Uſe of, 


for diverting Men out of the Paths of the reformed Religion; or have 


fixt upon ſuch Courſes, which portended no other Event, but its una- 
voidable Subverſion and Extirpation, ; | 


TI be Truth of this will appear from their Deportment for the firſt Two 
Years of the Rebellion, tho we ſhould go no further; for; by their own 
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public Remonſtrances, Proteſtations, Oc. at that Time, tis evident, 
that their Maxims with reſpect to the civil Government, were the ſame 


with the Jeſuits: Nay, many of their Preachers in their treaſonable Ser- 
mons againſt his Majeſty (which are yet extant in Print, and out of 
which our Author gives {ome large Quotations ) delivered their Doctrines 
in the very Phraſe and Stile of Becanus, Scippius, Eudemon Joannes, 8c. 
Tho! indeed, to give them their Due, theſe laſt never went by far to that 
Height of Wickedneſs, which our Reformers of thoſe Times arrived at, 
who ſeemed as induſtriouſly to unteach Chriſtianity, as its firſt Propaga- 
tors had taught it. | + | 1 | 
Among other Diſcourſes of that Kind, I ſhall only notice one, with 
ſeme Paſſages whereof my Friend entertains the Reader ; and that is a 
Sermon preach'd by Mr. Andrew Cant, at the Opening of the pretended 
Parliament 1644, which the very worſt of Jeſuits would have bluſhed to 


own. Therein the Preacher ſtates an Oppoſition (for that ſuch an Oppo- 


ſition there was, you mult take for granted) betwixt King Charles and 
King Jeſus; and powerfully preſſes Refiſtance to the former, in Favours of 
the latter. This, a learned and pious Author, who lived in theſe Times, 
takes Notice of as a Wondcr, that ſuch pernicious Stuff ſhould have reliſbed 


with Men brought up in the Knowledge of the Scriptures ; yet adds, That this 


Sermon was more applauded by the Party, than any that had preceeded it. 
But this was no ſtrange Thing, conſidering that what that Teacher exhor- 
ted to, was already contrived and reſolved upon by the Heads of the Ca- 
bal, before their Meeting, 10 | 4 
And as to their pitiful Arguments in their ſeditious Pamphlets then 
printed ( whereof our Author has a full Collection) tis evident to an 
who will be at the Pains to compare them, that they are copied alnoft 
verbatim out of Bellarmine and Swarez, Tho' thoſe Phanatick Scriblers 
alſo do far gutftrip their Patterns in Wickedneſs. For Proof of this, we 
need go no further, than their great Champion Mr. Samuel Ruther ford's 
celebrated Lex Rex, which when it came abroad in the Year 1645, ſoon 
outdated Buchanan de jure Regni apud Scotos, which before that Time 
was lookt upon as an Oracle by the Party, but thenceforth was treated 
with Contempt, as not antimonarchical enough: _ 255 

But to return: This Practice of borrowing from the Feſuits, was in- 
deed no new Thing to the Presbyterian Party in Scotland, the ſame having 
been obſerved of the Writings and Sermons of their Predeceſſors, by King 
James VI. in his Monitory Preface to all Chriſtian Kings and Princes, and 
his Apology for the Oath of Allegance; and by others alſo, who have writ- 
ten in Defence of them both. In all which, theſe their Arguments are 
fully anſwered, ( eſpecially by our Author, in ſuch Places of the Book 
where they occur ) whereby alſo, among other Things, it appears, that 
the Means which thoſe Jugglers uſed to induce their Proſelytes to a Belief 


of their falſe Poſitions, were nothing elſe but Jeſuitical Fables, wicked ca- 


Iumnious Stories, falſe Prophecies, pretended and feigued Inſpirations, and Dis 
vinations of filly Women whom they had led captive. | 

Ot theſe Forgeries and lying Wonders, our Author gives ſeveral re- 
markable Inſtances during that long Rebellion, ſufficiently vouched and 
atteſted, whereby the Truth of what is above ſaid, will be manifeſt to 
any Reader. e 


. 
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But beſide thoſe cunningly deviſed Fables, Hiſtory cannot afford among 
the Jeſuits, ſuch ſtrange Inſtances of cruel Treachery, and abominable e- 
luſory Diſtinctions, for evacuating all Faith and Truth, as our Author in- 
ſtructs to have been uſed by thoſe Reformers. One of them J cannot but 
notice; and that is, after the Horſe of Montroſes Army had fled at the 
Battle of Philiphauęb, the Foot betook themſelves to a Hold, which they 
bravely maintain'd, till Stuart the Adjutant-general (who capitulated in 
their Names) procured fair Quarters for them from General Leſiy; {o 
that having deliver'd up their Arms, they came out, as they were dire- 
ed, to a plain Field: But this was highly offenſive to their Preachers, 
who when ever they had Power, breath'd out nothing but Slaughter a- 
gainſt all that oppoſed them. They therefore declared it horrid Impiety 
to give any Quarter to ſuch as fought for their King and Country againſt 
the Covenant. This was ſoon ſeconded by many of the bedwarfed and de- 
generate Nobility and Gentry ; ſo that at length they fell upon this ingeni- 
ous Diſtinction for ſaving Leſleys Reputation, that Quarter was only meant 
to Stuart himſelf, but not to thoſe in his Company: Whereupon, he be- 
ing firſt ſent away Priſoner to Edinburgh, the Army, by the General's Order, 
cut the Throats, in cold Blood, of all that Foot Army. >: 
But this deliberate Butchery of thoſe Royaliſts, was not by far ſo de- 
teſtable, as that ſolemn Murder committed a Year thereafter, upon that 
Glory of the Scots Nation Sir Robert Spotiſwood, and the other brave 
Gentlemen, who ſuffered about the ſame Time at Glaſgow and St. An- 
 drews; and who were mock'd into their Graves by a Pageantry of Juſtice. 
The Caſe of thoſe Gentlemen was indeed almoſt the ſame with others who 
were taken at that Fight : But yet another Diſtinction for reaching their 
Lives, Was coined, or borrowed rather from the bottomleſs Pit; for 1 
ſhould caſt a very unjuſt Reproach upon the very worſt of Jeſuits, if here- 
in I ſhould compare them with our reformed Caſuiſts. The Diſtinction 
was, That tho fair Quarters was given them, and their Lives granted up- 
on their ſurrendring, yet that was only in order to reſerve them to be 
condemn'd in a more ſolemm Manner by the Parliament, for Terror of 
others; as if thoſe brave Gentlemen (ho, even their Enemies being Fud- 
ges, wanted neither Prudence nor Courage ) to free themſelves from the 
Stroke of the Souldiers Sword, had deliberately ſubmitted their Necks to 
that of the Executioner. Theſe Paſſages, however remarkable, are but 
briefly handled (at leaſt as to the hiſtorical Part) by my Friend, becauſe 
Sir. Robert Spotiſwood's Proceſs (to which he refers the Reader) is ſome 
Years ago publiſhed at large by Mr. Sporiſwood of that II his Grandſon. - 
Vet this ſatanical Diſtinction, as ſhameful and detrimental to Chriſtia- 
' nity as it was, proved very uſeful to them Two Years thereafter, when 
they had got Sir Alexander Macdonald's Men in a like Trap: For then, 
at the Inſtigation of one of their Preachers, the ſame Treachery and-Cru- 
elty was re-acted, with this heightning Circumſtance, that the Perſons who 
then ſubmitted upon fair Quarter to Leſley, were poor ignorant Country 
People, whom Macdonald had compelled to join him. Nay, ſo enamoured 
it ſeems was the whole Faction with this Stratagem, that among many 
other wholeſome Leſſons, they taught it to their beloved Brethren in 


England; for the ſame Scene was acted over again Anno 1648, by Sir 


ns of Diſ- 
tinction, 


Thomas Fairfax, when the brave Sir Charles Lucas and other Perſo 
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tinction, had ſurrendred after the Sicge of Colcheſter upon expreſs Paction 
that their Lives ſhould be ſaved. . 
But in the laſt Place, Of all chaſes Gan . 1 black Re- 
proaches caſt by them upon Religion, there was none ſo abominable, as 
their habitrual mocking of GOD, by en Joyning 4 ſolemn F aſt throughout the 
Kingdom, whenever they intended to commit the moſt deteſtable and execrable | 
Vilanies ; ſo that at length their Days of Faſting (which were indeed, in 
the Prophets Phraſe, for Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiſt 3 
| Wickedneſs ) became a Terror to the whole Nation; they being ever found 
the Uſhers of ſome dreadful Step of Rebellion or Cruelty, or both. And 
for the Truth of this, both with reſpect to their Practice, and that of their 
Brethren in England, my Friend refers the Reader to the bare Narratives of 
Facts, none of which were ever yet conteſted by any Party. | 
And what has been obſerved of their Faſts, may very well mutatis mu- 
tandis be applied to their Feaſts, I mean their ſolemn Days of Thankſgiving, - 
which never failed to be the Epilogue to ſome wicked and bloody Tragedy. 
For this I need only inſtance (tho the Author has inſert many more) 
their publick Rejoicings, after the fatal Defeat of the Royal Army by the 
Engliſh Rebels at Naſebey; which at once gave the Coup de grace to the Mo- 
narchy, and to the Liberty and Property of the Subjects of all the Three 
Kingdoms. Vet there, all ſuch were particularly noted as Enemies to their 
Country, who retuſed to join with them in a ſolemn mocking of God by 
2 Thankſgiving, for that which mot loudly called for MG. and 4 


Humiliation. | 
10 all theſe we may add in the aft Place, what our Author has. very 


| well obſerved, that when in their eager Thirſting after his Majeſty' s Blood, 


the Committee of the Aſſembly in the Year 1646, were preſling the Par- 
| liament in a Repreſentation ( a Copy whereof you'll find inſert Y to recal 
the Army from England, and leave the King in his Enemies Hands: They 
gave thisfor their Reaſon, That tho the Army was ſens thither in the Tear 1644, 
for purſuing the Work of Reformation, yet now it ought to be called home; tho 
that Work was farrer from being completed than ever; becauſe it was un- 
lawful to. preſs Mens Conſciences. This, as he very juſtly remarks, was far 
from their Method in the Year 1643, when Mens Conſciences were ſo 
cruelly. impoſed upon, that thoſe of all Ranks were put to this {ad Dilemma, 
either by ſubſcribing the rebellious and ſeditious ſlæmn League, to renounce | 
their Allegiance, and abjure the Fifth Command ; or n their Perſons 
and Fortunes as a Prey to theſe Harpies. But! proceed, . 

As to what our Author has undertaken to prove in the third place, that 
the whole Steps of that Rebellion, and particularly the national Covenant it 
ſelt, were hatched and contrived in a ſecret Correſpondence betwixt the 
Ringleaders of the Faction, and the famous Cardinal Richlieu ; and were 
fomented, maintain'd and carried on, chiefly by Means of great Sums of 
Money remitted to them from France; and that they at length led in their 
Confederates in England to the ſame Meaſures : This Gentleman hath. 
made clear and evident, from ſome Letters ( tho he expects many more 
to be ſent him ) of the Mareſchal 4 Eſtampes the French Amine at the 

Court of Eegland during all the Time of thoſe Troubles: In which 
Letters ( beſides a Letter from the chief Covenanters, to the French King ; 


A Tong ſince printed; and which only in general demands Aſflance 
| C 2 5 againſt 


„ 
againſt their Prince) there are many Things diſcovered, which were ne- 
ver heretofore publickly known; and which are further cleared from ſe- 
veral other Letters, that paſt betwixt that great Prelate, and the Mare. 
ſchal d'Efirades (who was Ambaſſador from France for the Three Years 
immediately preceeding the Rebellion) which have put that Matter f 
Fact beyond all Doubt; and at the ſame Time, do ſet ſo black a Chara- 
Ger upon the Presbyterian Faction in Britain, that the bare inſerting ſuch 
of the Papers as have come to the Author's Hands, will ſuperſede the Ne- 
ceſſity of Remarks. 33 . 5 8 
Touching tte Murder of the King, which is the Fourth Thing underta- 
ken, there hath been ſo much already ſaid and proven, that my Friend, 
after a ſhore Glance at their Intrigues for getting his Majeſty's Perſon in- 
to the Hands of their own Army, then in England ( which is a Step of 
that Affair hitherto not well known) and their ſending to treat with him 
( while at Næmcaſtle) the moſt furious of all their Set, that ſo they might 
take Advantage of the King's refuſing to yield to all their wicked and un- 
reaſonable Demands; thinks it ſufficient to preſent the Reader further, 
with the Act of the Engliſh Parliament, for paying the Sums therein men- 
tioned, and interpoſing the publick Faith for more to be paid at certain 
Terms, upon the Departure of the Scots Army out of England, and lea- 
ving his Majefty's Perſon in the Hands of the Engliſh Commiſſioners, his 
ſworn and mortal Enemies, who, and their Conftituents, had been pro- 
| ſecuting him for five Years before, with. all the Methods of Deſtruction © 
that their Wit or Malice could invent; and that too, without the leaft 
Clauſe of Reſervation or Condition -( tho' even that could be no Security 
for him) in Favours of that Prince's Perſon or Poſterity: And beſide 
this Act, the Author preſents you with a Letter (in which it came inclo- 
ſed) from Two Scots Peers their Commiſſioners there, directed to the 
Parliament of Scotland then ſitting; wherein they tell them frankly, That 
they had agreed with the Engliſh Parliament, to receive the 2000Q0 l. (mark 
the Price of our Sovereign's Head) and public Faith. for as much more, 
payable at Terms, upon Condition of the Army's Departure out. of England ; 
and leaving his Majeſty to them, without any Conditions for. him, or in Rela- 
J #7 O26 þ oft tes Bod od nt dlt arr ans 
And that this (which in it ſelf was ſo choaking to the Generality of 
the Nation) might go the better down, there was publiſhed, before the 
Parliament took the Matter into Deliberation, the Seaſonable Warning from 
the Commutee of the Kirk, ( whereof the Author gives us alſo a Copy, 
with ſome Remarks) wherein with Indignation we may read, what an a- 


"4 
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maꝛzing Height of Wickedneſs thoſe Wretches had arrived at. For in this 


Warning, the Parliament is plainly preſſed (and indeed for a while they 
carefully complied with the Exhortation) in no Caſe to make any Breach 
with that of England; but rather to diſown and abandon his Majeſty's In- 
tereſt. And in Purſuance hereof, the Author preſents you with a Copy of 
an Aſſociation laid before the Parliament, by the àforeſaid Commiſſion 
of the Kirk; which briefly imported, Firſt, That except the King would 
firſt ſwear and ſubſcribe both the national and ſolemn League and Covenant 
which they were ſure his Conſcience would never allow him to do) it was 
ſinful and unlawful for them to endeavour his Reſtoration. 24%, That 
Piopery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, and all other Seds, ſhould be n, | 
45 "2 - 5 2 


Ter 


Sudjecte in all the Three Kingdoms, whom they termed Malignans, 
| ſhould be peremprorly prohibited. 3, That thenceforth the King ſhould 
have no negative Voice in Parliament or Aſſembly.  5thly, That the Four 

| preceeding Articles be added to his Majeſty's Coronation Oath ( tho! he 

was crowned many Years before) and of all his Succeſſors. Sthiy, That 

- whoſoever ſhall refuſe to make this Oath, ſhall be inc apable of any pub- 


lick Truſt, Eceleſiaſtical or Civil, nor be th much as allowed to enjoy their 
Fortunes ; aud to theſe fix Articles Two more were hereafter a of 


the ſame Stuff. 
In the next place, As a further Proof of hs Point; « our Author 


has infert a Copy of the Scots Act of Parliament 1646, for delivering up 
his Majeſty's Perſon to the Exg1iiſh Rebels, upon the Terms abovementio- 
ned, without the leaſt Variation from the foreſaid Engliſh. Act. 45 
But the Loyal Party in the Parliament 1648 ( if even the biſt 6800. 
venanters can be called Loyal ) at length prevailing, there was a little 
thereafter publiſhed a Declaration, in Name ct the whole Kingdom (where» 
of the Author has inſert a Copy) giving the Reaſons of their intended 
March into England for his Majeſty's Relief: But after the riling of the 
Parlament, this Paper was ſoon encountred with a long Libel ( Aich) you 
ſhall alſo find in the Hiſtory) from the Committee of the Church, where» 
in they inſolentiy r to refute the Parliament's Declaration; and this 
Paper they ordained to be ſent to all the Presbyteries of the Kingdom, with a 
peremprory Prohibition to Miniſters, to read from their Pulpits. the ſaid Decla- 
ration, or any Way comply with, or give their A Hanes to be. ik an Ar. 
DV en Pain of all higheſt Cen l 


Nor in this were their _— their Words; 3 * A 1 Weeks | 


ee when there was a general Riſmg in che Neſt, for oppoſing the 
Levis, to the Number of 2500 Men, their Commanders were Four 
Presbyterian Miniſters : But that Rabble being: ſoon diſpers di by. his Ma- 


jelly's Forces at Mauchline Muir, yet the Faction continued ſtill as ram- 


pant againſt their King as ever: For, the Aſſembly that met a little there 
* after, among their firſt Actions, publiſhed a 9 „ againſt the Army 
then upon their March; wherein thoſe vile Hypocrites pretend to ſet 
forth the Sinfulneſs and Unlawfwlveſs of that Engagement for delivering His 


Majeſty out of the Hands of his Enemies. © This Paper you ll find in our Au- 


thor's Collections, without any Remarks; and indeed it needs none: Yet 


the y ſuſpected to be Favourers of the Engagement. 

«Add laftly (which indeed is the worſt of all) this . os 
you with the Inſtructions of the Parliament of Scotland in January 1640, 
to their Commiſſioners then at London, at the fatal Juncture when the 
King was brought before his immediate Murderers; and they now: ſaw the 
Breatb of our Noſtrils, the anointed of the LO R D taken in their Pits (which 
pretludes their only Apology, that when he was delivered up, they did 
not expect the Engliſh would been ſo barbarous) wherein, among many 
other Things, The expreſly prohibice them to debate, whether that High Court 
of Juſtice (' as it was then called) had a lawful Autbority and Power to giue 

Sentence of Death apainſt his Majeſty ; but only allowed them to endeavour to 
1 por a. Delay of their Procedure: And next, They were beremprotiy diſ- 
D 


L 


; 0 Branch. 34h, That all Communication with his Majeſty's faithful 


ſoon thereaftex it was ſeconded by heir depoſing all tuch Miniſters as 


* 5 


. * 1 


| charged either to ſpeak or act any Thin g, that might occafion a Breach or Quar- 

rel betwixt the Two Nations. And then the Author, without making any 
further Obſervations of his own, leaves it to the World to judge, who 
were the real Murderers of his (acred Perſon. : 


As to the Fifth Point, Which was the Covenanters their enſlaving their 
Country to Foreigners; my Friend gives you an impartial Hiſtory of what 
paſt in Church and State, from the Year 1648 to 1652, out of the pub- 


lick Records, and other publick Prints, whereof he hath. the fulleſt Col- 
lection I ever ſaw. There we have the deſperate Oppoſition the General 


Aſſembly and their Committees made againſt the railing of an Army by Au- 
thority of Parliament, for relieving his Majeſty then Priſoner in the Iſle 
of Wight ( which I have already touch'd at) to which it was with too good 
Ground then ſaid, they were mightily encouraged by the great Sums of 
Money, brought hither in the Beginning of 1648, by the Earl of Stamford, 
one of the Commiſſioners from England; and how inſolent their Deport- 
ment was againſt that Army, even after it was on its March to the Border 
( which alſo has been already remarked ) the Reſuls whereof was, the fi 


nal Miſcarriage of that well meant Undertaking. 


From the foreſaid Vouchers alſo he makes appear, has barbacomis ad. 


inhumane Cruelty ated upon the Debris of that miſerably betrayed Ar- 


my; with their daſtardly and treacherous inviting Cromwel hither ; which 
put a Period to their 2 8 * and at len gth even to their own 
Tyranny... 

- For, after the king s M a W 1 that pa Pulanies can 0 
be ſecured by more and greater, they brought in Cromwel a ſecond Time; 
the Iſſue whereof was, the Defeat of his Majeſty's Forces. at Dumbar, In- 


 nerkeithing, Worceſter, . &c. (the loyal Party being refuſed Acceſs to f ght 


for their Maſter) the utter Subverſion of the Monarchy, Confuſion and 
Deſolation throughout the Three Kingdoms, with the Downfal of Presby- 
try it ſelf in Scotland; ſo that our Scots Feſuitical Phangticks herein out- 
{hot themſelves ; mod both they and their Brethren in England ſeemed not 
unlike to ſome young a e who raiſe more Devils than dad AP 

able to lay again. | 
But tho theſe were Kl the e bffech of che bernd Zeal of 
ſome, and the crafty} Devices of others among them; yet in the mean 
I me, they became very dextrous at contriving Methods, at once to enrich 
themſelves and ruine their Neighbours, under the Notion of Malignants. 
Of this our Author gives one pertinent Inſtance, viz. when it was voted 
in the Parliament 1649, that the Army ſhould be kept on Foot; for de- 


fraying the Charge of their Entertainment ( beſide the monthly Mainte- 


nance impoſed on the whole Kingdom, which was found not ſufficient) 
they contrived a Way of calling before the Committee of Eſtfates, ſuch 
Perſons as they ſuſpected of Malignancy ( i. e. Love to their King and 
Country) and then, whether they had ready Money or not, appointed 
them to lend 2 or 300 L. ter. a- piece, or more, as the Freak took them, 
or the Perſon was able; and if this was ſcrupled at, the Sum was imme- 
diately doubled; or if they declared, they were not in Condition to ad- 
avnce the Money, then one or other of the Collectors offered to lend it to 
them upon Bond, with Intereſt, payable at a Term; but ſuch as did obſti- 


a refuſc, were committed 70 Pee till * ſubmitted. Of this 
8 you'll 
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| youll find many Examples in our Aughor,: ir vouched and at · 
reſted. 
wy oi upon this Occafion I find it e by a very pious and 5 
| Maa; who lived in thoſe Times, and was privy to moſt of their ſecret Ca- 

balings; that they gloried ſo much in this Device, that they uſed to con- 
tend among themſelves, Whether the Quickneſs of the — ſbould be 
aſcribed to the Committee of the Eſtates, or the Committee of the Church; it be- 
ing in their Way of Thinking, the moſt compendious Way could be thought 
upon, for reaching Heart Malignants, an Epithet that they then gave to 
all ſuch faithful and loyal Subjects, as walked nevertheleſs with Caution 
and Reſervedneſs. 

Among the many papers (with d „ the A Conia = | 
Publick) that occurred during the Year | 1649, I ſhall only further take 
Notice to you of one; - becauſe I find the Vetity of the Fact therein con- 
' tained, to be controverted by ſome of your Faction: And no Wonder 
they deny the Fact; for I have more Charity for the Generality of 
the preſent Set of Phanaticks, than to believe they will have Aſſurance 
enough to defend it. The Caſe in ſhort is as followeth. 

Fou know ( and I have twice noticed it already) the lamentable Con- 
dition his Majeſty was brought into, in Auno 1648, being Priſoner in the 
Iſle of Wight, to which Place he had been conſtrained to make his Eſcape 
from Hampton-Court ; and there again ſeized and detained Priſoner by the 
Eꝛugliſ rebellious Army, who! then daben en and ſhortly werfe cs 
apa his Deſtructioůn. 
I This violent Detention of a 3 W by ſuch as. were at fiſt 
the very Slaves. to his rebellious Subjects (but now become Maſters both 
of him and them) which was look'd. upon with Horror and Indignation by 
all Europe, did at length awaken dhe ill better Part of the Presbyterian Fa- 
ction in, Scotland who then (whether in Pretence or Sincerity is not the 
Queſtion) began to profeſi an earneſt Deſire for his Enlargement, and a 
Reſolution ( — by the By, they are called Reſolutioners to this Day) 
to uſe all proper Means for bringing about ſo good a Work. 

But all their pretended Interceſſions with che Rump — in Eng- 
land, having proved ineffectual (that Company of Traitors and Tyrants, 
being then, as I have ſaid, under the Feet of the Army; and as deſtitute 
of Power, as they were of Honour, Honeſty and Religion) *twas firſt re- 
ſolved in the Scots Committee of Eſtates, That Commiſioners ſhould be ſent 
to his Majeſty, to treat with bim touching the pretended Grievances of Scot- 
land; tho as was before obſerved, at his being there, in Anno 1641, he 
had ſo fully ſatisfied all t heir Demands, that it was mutually declar ed at 
his Departure, on his Part, that he was pleaſed with their Submiſſions; 
and on theirs, That he left ibem a contented People: Nor was it ever there- 
after either in his Will or his Power, to make the ſmalleſt Encroachment 
upon their Liberties, whether Civil or Etclefiaſticks: 

Vet ſuch was the wicked Craft even of the beſt of the Party at that | 
Titnez! that being reſolved to make their own Advantage of his Maj jely's 8 
deplorable Cireumſtances, before they would make the ſmalleſt Step t 
wards his Relief, they determined to oblige him plainly to Unking himſelf, 
by extorting ſuch further Conceſſions from him, as were plainly incon- 
N ſiltent with Monarchy: Let, for Peace Sake, his Majeſty was graciouſly 
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pleaſed to make that step alſo; and granted under his Hand and sea, | 


all that was contained in their new Propoſitions, LAT, 
When the Articles of this Treaty were by the Commiſſioners laid be- 
fore the Parliament, they were unanimouſly found and voted ſatisfactary; 
and only Two factious Peers, and one leading Baron, with a very few 
Adherents, vote1 and proteſted againſt it: For a great many, who in all 
other Things implicitely followed thoſe Three Guides, yet differ'd from 
them in this Vote. Whereupon, it was further voted (as has been al- 


ready remarked ) that an Army ſhould be levied, for bringing his Ma- 


jeſty with Honour, Freedom and Safety to London, and for ſuppreſſing 
Fairfax's Sectarian Forces; which, after long ſtruggling againſt the vio- 


lent Oppoſition made by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly ( who had 


voted his Majeſty's Conceſhons not ſatisfactory, but rather deſtructive to 
the Covenant ; touching which, the Author favours us with their Declarg- 
tion) was at length indeed effected; but thoſe Delays were vilibly the 
Cauſe of the Miſcarriage of that Expedition. | 
The City of Edinburgh, for levying their Contingent of Men appointed 
in the Eſtate's Act, having borrowed in Holland from à Dutchman 40000 


L. Scots, upon his demanding Payment of the Money à Year thereafter, 


when the Engagement had miſcarried and the King was murdered : The 


Magiſtrates and Council laid this honeſt Queſtion and Caſe of Conſcience = 
before the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, via. Whether in Point of Con- 


ſcience, they ought to pay this Det; for which their Predeceſſors in | office. had 
given Bond, in Namo of the City, only ſome of them, being then private Per. 


ſons, had proteſted againſt the | borrowing of it ? Which the Commiſſion 


plainly reſolved in tbe Negative; but left the Creditor at Freedom to pur» 
ſuc perſonally the former Year's Magiſtrates, or their Heis. 
This Petition, containing the Query, ich the Anſwer of the Commiſion 


thereto, and an Act of the common Council following thereupon, are; ar 


which, if you pleaſe, you may compare with the Copy thereof, which 
my Friend has allowed me to ſend to you incloſed in this.  _: 
But becau ſe there is a marginal Note on the Record Book, remarking. 
chat the next Year' thereafter, the Parliament, which met at Stirling, not» 
withſtanding this oraculous Reſponſe of the Commiſſion,” decerned the Ma- 
giſtrates and Council, and their Succe ſſors in Office, to pay the Money: 
And that the Truth of the whole Story has been called in -Queſtion by 
ſome of your Party (which by the Way, is no leis than to overturn the 
Faich of all publick Records) becauſe {ay they, the ſaid Decreet of Farli- 
ament is not to be ſeen; therefore, the Decreet it ſelf has been carefully 
ſought after, and is now alſo found out, and the whole Minuts of that 


Parliament, with many other Things relating thereto, are lying in Ma- 


in at large: And to put the Matter beyond all Queſtion} our Author 


ſhall give you the Reſponſe it {elf verbatim, taken out of the Records of 
that Commiſſion of the Aſſembiy; a: Copy of which Records ( becauſe the 
contain ſome other Things very remarkable, which have been induſtriouſſy 
ſuppreſt) he intends to expoſe in à publick Library to public View. 
I humbly beg your Patience, till I make the following obvious Remarks 


upon chis conſcientious Reſponſe. Firſt, Both the common Council of ³ 
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Edinbureh in their Query, and the Commiſion in their Solution, do declare 
the ſaid Engagement to have been unlawful. - This even to a fober Heathen 
would ſeem more than a little ſtrange, when tis conſidered, that thoſe 
very Men, boch by the national and ſolemn League, were expreſſy bound to 
maintain and defend his Majeſty's Perſon and Dignity, againſt all At- 
rempts wharſoever, with their Lives and Fortunes: And as this Proce- 
dure of theirs in oppoling his Relief, when in the Hands of the moſt bar- 
barous and treacherous of all Enemies, ſeems ſomewhat unaccountable 
when ſimply conſidered; ſo much more will it appear ſo, when we re- 
member what I have already remarked, of their treacherous delivering up of 
that Prince to his Enemies, without any Conditions in his Favours; the Stain of 
which Wickedneſs might then have been in a great Meaſure wiped off, by 
a vigorous Endeavour to deliver him out of their Hands; eſpecially, ſince 
he had ſo lately ſatisfied the Body of the Scots Nation in all their Demands. 
But in the next Place, the Reaſon they aſſign for this Solution of the 
Query, is, That tho" the borrowing of the Money was voted and carried by a Ma- 
Jority in the common Council, yet ſomg had proteſted againſt it, notwithſtanding it 
was neceſſarly borrowed in Obedience to an Act of Parliament. This 
Way of arguing, not only makes void all Proceedings in Courts of Juſtice, 
where there are more Judges than one; but plainly overturns all Sorts 
of Publick Aſſemblies, where Matters having paſt by a Plurality of Suffra- 
ges, the Act or Deed that enſues thereupon, is and muſt be equally 
maintained and defended by all who were Members of the Meeting, as 
well Diſſenters, as others who being ſupernumerary, did vote for paſſing 
it into an Act. Whence it ſeems alſo to follow, that the levying of an 
Army. at that Time, for putting the Kingdom in'a Poſture” of Befence, 
having been fairly carried by a Plurality in Parliament, [this Solution 
of the Queſtion by thoſe Caſuiſts, was plainly an impupning:. the Autho- 
rity of the Three Eftates, which by our Law is declared High 
Treaſon: But this was no, ſtrange Thing for thoſe” Gentlemen 
during that Period, who had been ſo inured both to fe and 
act Treaſon, that even after his Majeſty's Reſtoration in the Year 
1661, you ſhall find in our Author's Collections, not the Aſſembly, 
(which would been no Matter of Wonder) but even a ſingle Presbytry 
( viz. that of Dumfries) expreſly reſcinding an Act of Parliament, ena- 
cted touching a Matter purely ſeculat; which, by the Way, upon their 
Submiſſion, was graciouſſy overlook'd by the King 
In the Third Place, Tho it were granted, That the ſaid Engagement was 
unlawful, and the borrowing that Money needleſs, nay pernicious ; yet 
certainly a common plain Bond of borrowed Money, (not mentioning - 
the Uſe to be made of it) granted by the preſent Magiſtrates and Coun- 
cil of a Burgh, however the Money be applied, muſt bind the Commu- 
nity and all thoſe who ſucceed the Granters in Office, elſe no Man could 
ſafely lend to any Incorporation; leſt, upon the Miſapplication of the Sum 
borrowed (a Thing not unuſual in the City we are ſpeaking of) he 
ſhould utterly loſe the ſame. This ſurely is bad Las and worſe Divinity; 
ſpecially conſidering, that the Creditor in the preſent Caſe, was x mere 
Stranger, and nowiſe concerned in our unhappy Differences, but had re- 
lied upon the publick Faith of the City,; for the Security of his Money. 
This indeed tends plainly to evacuate all Faich and Truth among Men, 
Sk, | E W 
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fancied to be the original State of Nature. Pn at 

But in the Fourth Place, the Reſponſe concludes with a Di/penſation, - or 
rather an invidious Invitation to the Creditor, to purſue the preceeding Wears 


and bids fair towards the reducing us to that Condition, which ſome have 


Magiſtrates, or their Heirs. This to me appears to be the wickedeſt Part 


of the Solution: Aud if the Parliament 165 1, had not ſeaſonably inter- 
poſed their Decreet for the Gentleman's Satisfaction, and ordained Letters 
to be direct againſt the preſent and ſucceeding Magiſtrates, for his Pay- 
ment, tis more than probable, that Edinburgh ſhould never thereafter had 
Magiſtrates, ſave ſuch as were either Fools or Beggars. 
And in the Loft Place, you Il notice, That this Solution was not the pre- 


judicated Fancy of any private Perſon, but a ſolemn deliberate Reſponſe, to a 


Query, proponed by the Wiſdom of the Nation's Metropolis, to a Company who 
called themſelves (and by the whole Party are ſtill reckoned to have been) 
the Repreſentative: Body of the Church of Scotland. 


Now, becauſe it has fallen in my Way, to make Mention of chat Par- £ 


liament which met at Stirling in the Year 1651; I ſhall endeavour to re- 
ſolve a Scruple about it, which you have ſtarted in your firſt Volume; 
where, taking Notice of the Act reſciſſory, which paſt in Anno 1661, where- 


by all the pretended Parliaments and their Acts, from the Vear 1640, to 


that Time, are reſcinded, or rather declared null ab initio: You ſeem to 


think it very ſtrange, that they ſhould not at leaft have excepted that 
- which we are now ſpeaking of (and you might have added the Parliament 


1641, which was honoured with the King's Preſence) ſeeing there, King 
Charles II. was preſent in Perſon; which even, according to the Malig- 


nants themſelves, renders a Parliament lawful, and all its Acts binding. 
And here you take Ocaaſion to jeer and expoſe the Parliament 1661, as 
being in ſuch an Humor of Reſcinding,” that they were willing, as the 


Proverb goes, Jo let a Friend go with a Foe, © i an 
Zut, I hope, I need not acquaint you, how, and upon what Conditi- 


ons that Prince was called home to Scotland, Anno 1650, nor what Treat- 
ment he met with while he was here. Vou know he was made nothing 


elſe but Un Roy de Theatre, and had no more Share in the Management ot 
the publick Affairs of the Kingdom, than the meaneſt of all his Subjects: 


So chat, in Propriety of Speech, he could ſcarce be ſaid to be preſent in 


that Parliament. But tho this might be one, yet was it not the principal 


Reaſon of reſcinding the Acts of this Meeting. e 

The great Reaſon then for comprehending that Parliament within the A | 
Reſciſſory," was a malignant Opinion which then, (and all the wicked Auti- 
 revolutioners mantain it to this Day) took Place among Lawyers, and o- 


thers who pretended to know any Thing of our Conſtitution, and which 
they ſaid, was handed down to them from our Anceſtors, ever ſince we 


had Parliaments, -viz- That the Meeting muſt neceſſarily conſiſt of Three. 25 3 
Id wile 


So that altho it be granted on all Hands, that if one Eſtate ſhould wil 
fully be abſent, or being preſent, ſhould diſſent from the other Two, it 


is nevertheleſs a lawful Parliament, and its Acts (providing they have the 5 


Royal Aſſent) binding = all the Subjects: Vet, if one Eſtate ſhould 
not be called, or ſhould 


the 


_ 


forcibly withheld from coming, or violently = 
driven thence when come ; the other Two, ſay they, can never conſti- 5 
tute a lawiul and free Meeting. Now this, they alledge, was preciſely 


An 
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the Caſe of that Convention at Stirling Where, beſide that his Majeſty 90 5 


- was plainly compelled to interpoſe his Royal Authority to whatever they 
pleaſed to Enact, and particularly to cut the Throat of the Monarchy, by 
ſigning the Covenant: One of the Three Eſtates of Parliament (and that 
the Firſt too) not only had no Call, but Twelve Years before that Time, 
was excommunicated, proſcribed, and baniſhed the Kingdom, by thoſe who 
had no more Power over them, than over any of the other Two Eſtates. 
This Caſe you'll find fully diſcuſt by our Author; who endeavours alſo 
to make it appear, that the Spliting of one Eſtate (which he alledges was 
a new Invention of theirs) did nowiſe ſolve the Difficulty, or make thoſe 
Meetings (to which he gives the Name of Conventicles) become lawful 
Parliaments ; but ſays, it was rather an Accumulation of Crimes, to 
add to the Rejection and Expulſion of one Eſtate, the Degradation: of ano- | 
ther! iy s 2] mah £6 on * 
|. There is another Thing our Author has undertaken to prove in the 
Sixtb Place, and is indeed as good as his Word; and it is, That our Scots 
Covenanting Faction, by their Procedure with the King; were one of the great Cau- 
ſes of Raiſing, Fomenting, and Centinuing the execrable Rebellion m Ireland. 
This, however it may ſound like Paradox; yer, for clearing the Truth 
of the Aſſertion, I ſhall preſume brieflę to lay before you the following 
Conſiderations, which are at full Length proſecuted by our Author. 
I. The Rebels in-Treland, in one/ of their Maniſeſto's, which they pub- 
liſhed in the Beginning of the Yeas 1642, and whereof my Friend gives 
you a Copy, advanced this, among many other Things, as one Reaſon 
for their betaking themſelves to ſo defperate à Courſe, That the Scots Cove- 
nanters, by uſing the ſame Method in the Nars 1639, and 640, had obtained all 
that they deſired, nay much more than at firſt they were looking for. Now, how- 
ever wicked and contemptible the Authors of that Paper were, yet the 
Truth of the Fact was never yet controverted by any Man. And here, 
we need go no further, than che publick Papers, that paſt betwixt his 
Majeſty, and the Covenanters at that Time, and the Acts of Parliament, 
to which in Perſon he gave the Royal Aſſent in A 641 ; by both which 
it will be evident beyond Exception, that the Conceſſions of that op- 
reſſed Prince, ſo fat kept Pace with the Violence and Obſtinacy of the 
e that he never ceaſed granting, till they could ask, no more : And 
till he had entirely diveſted himfelf of his whole Regal Power in their Fa- 
vours; nay, ſunk himſelf, to gratify the Cabal, below the Condition of 
the meaneſt or his Subjects, by putting it out of his Power to make Choice 
of his own Servants. So that, What Truth may be in the 4phoriſm which 
is now in the Mouths of all Malignants, That Preskyter; is inconſiſtent with Mo- 
narchy, ſhall not here examine : Only this to a Demonſtration is evident, 
that wherever that Party has had any Footing in a, Monarchy, their conſtanc 
Endeavour has been to overturn the ſameRoot and Branch(aPhraſe very fas 
miliar among them ia thoſe Days we are ſpeaking of) which is abundantly 
cleared by our Author in his Introduction, and other Paſſages of the Hiſtory» 
And then, whether ſo freſh an Example of Succeſs, might not be a 
ſufficient Temptation and Encouragement for their Brethren in Ireland 
to take the ſame Courſe, is left to the Judgment of any impartial Reader: 
eſpecially when tis conſidered Firſt, That thoſe poar Creatures, howe- 
ver black and inexcuſable their Crime was, yet being a conquer d Nation, 
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were from the Beginning of Queen 


3 1 
Elizabeth's Reign to that Time, the 
moſt oppreſt and miſerable Nation upon Earth; The Spaniards Treat- 


ment of the Americans being mild and gentle, in reſpect of what the na 


tive Iriſh met with from their Engliſh Oppreſlors 3 whereas at the Begin- 
ing of our Scots Rebellion, che loudeſt of our Mutineers, could not with 
any Shadow of Truth ſay, that the Kingdom wanted any Thing that could 
make a Nation happy. 24, Whereas the Scots Covenanters molt deſpe- 
rately began their Rebellion in Time of a profound Peace, both within the 
Kingdoms, and with Strangers; and yet, for a deſerved Curie on the Na- 
tion, were attended with Succeſs; The 1riſh on the other Hand, took 
the Opportunity of Evgland's being in a Combuſtion, and of the Scots Co- 
venanters their being upon the Point of invading that Kingdom in Favours 
of the Rebels there; which indeed was ſo powerful a Diverſion, as for. 
ced the King to a diſhonourable, tho' ſeaſonable Ceſſation of Arms for a 
Vear with the Iriſh Rebels: Yet this by the By, among other Things, 
was furiouſly objected againſt his Majeſty, both by the Scots and Engliſh 
Covenanters, as an unpardonable Crime; tho' if there was any Fault in 
it at all, *cis plain that themſelves were the only Perſons could be blamed; 
the Proteſtants being every where cut down in Ireland, and (the like Re- 
bellion being already broken out here) no Hope of Relief from this 


- 


And next, Our Author has excerpted from Ruſbworth, Nalſon and others, 


ſome publick Papers; whereby it appears that the Engliſh Parliament, u- 
pon their Rupture with the King, employed not only the Forces that had 
been levied, | but the Sums raiſed by Loan and otherwiſe for ſuppreſſing 
that Inſurrectiou in Ireland, towards the maintaining a much worſe Rebel- 
lion in England ; and this diverting of thoſe neceſſary Supplies of Men and 
Money from the proper Uſe they were deſigned for, my Friend very juſtly 
charges to the Account of our Scots Presbyterian Faction, who, (as he 
makes appear) at that very Time when Ireland was calling ſo loud for Re- 
lief from this Side the Water, were combining with the Puritan Party of 
England, to act the ſame Tragedy there, which was already begun by the 
i e ad Sag, ts net hog FRI 4 
But in the /aft Place, this Gentleman hath put the Matter out of doubt, 
by favouring us with ſome Letters and other Papers, that during the Iriſh 
Rebellion, paſt betwixt ſome of our leading Covenanters in Scotland, and 
the very Ringleaders of the Rebels there; whereby it is manifeſt, that if 
they had no Hand in raifing that Rebellion, yet they knew but too well 


z 


how to make their own Uſe of it, whence once ſet on Foot. 


But indeed to any conſidering Man, tis pretty evident, that even to 
the Beginning of that Inſurrection, the Presbyterians in both Kingdoms 


contributed ſomething more than their bare Example; when *tis conſide- 


red, that the Faction in Scotland, had for a long Time before and after 
their own firſt Revolt, been courting, by their Agents at London ( ſome 
of whole Letter the Author has recovered ) their Brethren in England, 
to follow their Example: But after they had effectually engaged them to 
do ſo, the King by his coming to Scotland in the Year 164 1, and ſatisfying 


all the Scots Demands, had taken from them the leaſt Pretext of riſing in 


Arms: Vet ſome Shadow or other they behoved to have ( being fo great 


Pretenders to Religion) for their own Reputatious Sake; and none more 


proper 


* 
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proper nor popular, than having firſt underhand encouraged a general Re- 
volt in Ireland; next, under Colour of Zeal for the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, to make publick Offers to raiſe an Army to ſuppreſs it. 
And the Truth is, People's Jealouſies of them were greatly heightned at 
that Time, by the officious Offer, which upon the firſt News of that In- 
ſurrection they made in Parliament, to raiſe and fend over an Army to 
aſſiſt the Engliſb in reducing Ireland; eſpecially when 'tis'remembred, that 
a little thereafter, they ſent up a Committee to London, of the moſt fu- 
rious of all the Faction, to treat upon the Conditions on which their Ar- 
my was to embark; which a grave Author obſerves, made even: the more 
moderate and ſober Men freely to talk, That befide the Affair of Ireland, it 
would ſoon be ſeen, that before they returned, they would ſet England alſo in 
4 Blaze; and the Event proved them to have been no falſe Prophets. 
Nay indeed we muſt own, that it was no uncharitable Conjecture, that 
wiſe and thinking Men then made of that Expedition, viz. That the De- 
ſign was, to have a regular and ftanding Army of trained Men in Readineſs, 
for invading his Majeſty's Kingdom of England, in Favours of the Rebels 
there, when the proper Seaſon for it ſhould occur; for that this was their 
Intention, even before there was any ſtirring in Ireland, is more than evi- 
dent by their after Practice; which leads ane to the laſt Point our Author 
has undertaken, viz. The raiſing, fomenting, and aſſiſting the unnatural Re- 
bellion in England, by the Scots Covenanters. 1 „ 
And as to this, tho' ſome Writers go much farrer back in their Ac- 
counts of our Scots Presbyterians their tampering with the Engliſh Puritans 
to riſe in Arms, as themſelves had many Times ſucceſsfully done, againſt 
their-lawful Prince; wherein thoſe Authors do indeed ſeem to bring the 
Matter ſome further than a bare Conjecture; yet herein my Friend hath. 
confined himſelf to the Period whereof he gives the Hiſtory: And for 
this, I muſt own, he adduces more irrefragable Evidences, than in an 
Thing elſe that he has undertaken to prove. It is true, he is of Opinion, 
that before the Pacification near Berwick in the Year 1639, any Corres 
ſpondence of that Kind, was but with a few inconſiderable Engliſb Diſſen- 
ters; but upon that Occaſion, it did certainly become more univerſal and 
formidable, which he evinces even from publick Papers; beſide many pri- 
vate ones that have been ſent to him, ſince he undertook this Work, and 
never before made publick:: Of all which he has been careful to tranſ- 
mit Copies to Poſterit. PH ole” obs ogg a Þ 
And here moreover we may confeſs and regrate, that the: pretended: 
High Court of Fuſtice, which condemn'd the King, was at leaſt fo far right 
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in their impeaching his Majeſty, as guilty: of all the Blood that had been 


ſhed for the Seven prececding Years; that, tho it is not now controverted, 
that they themſelves, and not the King, were the firſt Raiſers of that unnatu- 
ral War: Yet, the unſeaſonable Clemency of that Prince, in treating at that 
Time upon any Terms whatſoever, with the Scots Rebels on Tweed Side, was 
not improbably, at leaſt the accidental Cauſe of all our following Calamities. 
For then, his Majeſty was at the Head of a gallant Army, no ways at that 
Time corrupted; but all of them, not excepting ſuch as afterwards proved 
his bittereſt Enemies, ready*to have hazarded all that was dear to them, 
for ſuppreſſing that Rebellion, which was then but in the Bud: But be- 
fore the Two Armies broke up, tis undeniable, and after the Scots Return 
n : 8 " 1 home, 
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home, not controverted, but rather boaſted of by our Covenanters, That 
they had debauched * * the great Men in England, who were there attends 


ing the King. 


This ſeems ſcarce to need any Proof tho' our Author gives us Abun- 
dance) if we but take a View of the Deportment of the ſucceeding Eng- 


liſh Parliament, which {at down 13th April 1640, and of the Peers in 


their Meeting at Tork in September thereafter ; as alio of the Treaty with 
our Scots Commiſſioners, firſt at Rippon, and then at London. Whence 
'tis evident, what great Encouragments thoſe our Covenanters had, even 
from ſome who were the King's own menial Servants, to make ſuch in- 
ſolent Demands as they did at Rippon. The Publick Inſtructions given to 
thoſe Commiſſioners by their Conſtituents, are long ſince in Print; yet 
the Author has inſert them, that they may be compared by the Reader, 
with their private Inſtructions, a Copy of which he . * * and 
which have been hitherto ſeen but by very few. | 
And as the Covenanters in Scotland brought forth this Brat of Engliſh 
Rebellion, ſo they did not, like the Oftrige, forſake their Brood; for, that 
they proved not only Parent, but Nurſe to it, will manifeſtly appear by 
their whole Behaviour, from its firſt Riſe till its final Accompliſhment in 
the King's Murder: eſpecially from their unaccountable —— of Englana 
in January 1644 ; which they uſhered in, by calling a: Treaſonable Conven- 
tion of Eftates, not only without his Majeſty's Authority, but againſt his 
expreſs Prohibition ; and therein giving Orders for levying War againſt his 
Perſon ; tho* they did not ſo much as pretend, that he had infringed one 
Jot of his Conceſſions, which he made at his laſt being in Scotland. For, 
the only Ground of this their Third Rebellion, aſſigned by themſelves in 
their printed Declaration (whereof the Author has inſert a Copy) is mere- 
ly Reaſon of State, vis. that the King having then the Engliſb Rebels at a 
Bay, if he ſhould finally prevail, they were afraid (mark this inſeparable 
Effect of great Guilt, as old as Cain, ) that he would next turn his Arms north- 


ward; which they thought ſafeſt to prevent by a new deſperate Rebellion: 


Wherein indeed they were indeed ſo far ſucceſsful, as to involve the Ihree 
Kingdoms in Confuſion and Bloodſhed; to bring their natiye Prince, the 
Lord's Anointed, to an infamous Block; and laſt of all, even themſelves 


into the worlt of all Slaveries, to a Party from who m they AR eil 


ed it. 

Thus were the Counſels of the Wicked has upon their oun Had 3 
and this very Engliſh Rebellion, which our Scots Presbyterians had ſo care- 
fully brought forth, nouriſhed and fomented ; did, like the Viper, tear 
= its Mother's Bowels. All which, our Author has made appear to the 
unprejudiced Reader, either from Narratives of Matters of Fact unconteſt- 
ed on all Hands; or from publick Acts of Parliament, Convention of E- 
ſtates, General Aſſemblies, their Committees, Oc. Or laſtly, From ſuch other 
private Writings as have been ſent to him, moſt Part bete are ue 


Hands of the leading Men of the Faction. 


Yer {till I muſt own, that tis very improbable the Sue nb hr 
anno 1643, would have adventured ſo far, (as knowing how univerſally 
dear the King's Perſon and Intereſt was to the Body of the Nation) had 

not been animated or rather driven thereto, not only by that Puls 


pi 2 which hath ſo often ſet this * in a Blazs's ; but eſpecial» 


ly 


L I 
ly by Two Remonſtrances of the Commiſſion of the General Aſemliy, where- 
of the Author hath ſupplied you with Copies, and wherein the Convention 
is exboried, (and in thoſe mad Times, ſuch Exhortations were nothing 
ſhort of Orders or Commands) to look upon the Cauſe of the Rebels in 
England, (whom they very juſtly call their Brethren) as their own: The 
at that Time, there was not a Word, at leaſt in publick, of the Solemn 
League, nor was it propoſed till the next Year thereafter, | 
Now, all thoſe Things being put together, my Friend hopes, as I have 
hinted in the Beginning of this Letter, That the Sufferings of the Church of 
Scotland, and the Actings of the Presbyterian Faction there, during the wo- 
ful Period he writes of, have been ſo extraordinary, that they very well de- 
ſerve to be faithfully tranſmitted to Poſterity 3 which nevertheleſs might 
probably been neglected, had not you given ſo great Encouragement to the 
Performance, by this your ſeaſonable Undertaking, whereof we long with 
Impatience to ſee the Second Volume. \ „ 
ut ſtill, in the laſt Place, if we join to what has been ſaid, the bar- 
barous Management of that Rebellion, by theſe who carried it on; their 
ſo often repeated Murders in cold Blood, (after fair Quarter given) of the 
beſt and loyaleſt of his Majeſty's Subjects; and above all, their unrelent- 
ing Cruelty, deep Malice, and deliberate Revenge acted upon the Perſons, 
Fortunes and Reputations of the Orthodox. and Loyal Clergy, which you'll 
find ftrongly vouched, and impartially related by our Author, (who thexe- 
by well deſerves the Motto which you have very unjuſtly aſſumed on your 
Title Page): the Inference is irrefragable, that altho his Majeſty, after the 
| Reſtoration, had practis d unuſual Severities, (which, to the Nation's irre- 

parable Loſs, he never did) upon the Leaders of that Faction; moſt Part 
of whom were then ſtill alive, at leaſt during the Period of your firſt Vo- 
| lame; yet all was far below their juſt Demerit, and the Error rather on 
the other Hand, as ſad Experience has ſince atteſted. e 
Vet here once again, before leave this diſagreeable Subject, I cannot 
forbear remarking from thoſe Papers that are lying before me, (which 
contain many repeated Irfltances of Presbyterian Cruelty, Treachery and 
Malice agamft Loyal and Faithful Subjects) that the old Maxim, ' Corruptio 
 optimi. eſs peſſima, was then moſt eminently verified: For, in all thoſe 
abominable Practices, the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly ſtill out- went, 
and over-drove their Drudges in the Parliament and its (Committees. 
Of this our Author has recorded many Inſtances; one whereof (which 
indeed I ſhould have noticed before, in its proper Place) is now in my Eye, 
_ and 16 very remarkable, vix When in the Beginning of 1645, the Com- 
miſſion ſent in a Repreſentation (a Copy whereof he gives us) to the Par- 
lament, which was preſented by Five, who were the moſt blood-thirſty of 
all the Bunch, wherein they earneſtly preſſed, that the Earl Crawfurd, 
Lord Ogilvie, and all the other Royaliſts then in Goal at Edinburgh. (whoſe 
Number was very great) might be ſpeedily put to Death: This the Par- 
lament, in their Anſwer, did greatly indeed applaud,as a freſh Teſtimony of 
the Aſſembly's eminent Zeal and Piety; but declared they would only delay 
Compliance with their Deſire for a while, I ſhall only remark hereupon, 
that: this unaccuſtomed Moderation of the Eſtates, was not ſo much owing 
to their Clemency as their Fear; the great Marquis of Montroſe, (from 
whom they had good Ground 8 Repriſals) being then abſolutely 
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victorious whitherſoever he carried his Arms. Nor is it unworthy our 


Remarking, that when that great Captain marched to the Welt, (which 
was reckoned then and long thereafter, a Neſt of Traitors) to receive the 
Submiſlions of thoſe Counties: The poor People, who had been deluded, or - 


rather compelled into the Rebellion, being at length free to {peak what they 


thought, did frankly and humbly acknowledge their bypaſt Diſloyalty, and 
fairly loaded their Teachers with the Blame. Some of their written Ad- 
dreſſes to his Lordſhip, as his Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, the Author 
has recovered; which are well worth the reading. 

Another Inſtance of their Malice, not ſo much at their Fellow Crea. 
tures,” as at Peace it ſelf, this Gentleman in the ſame Place give us, wiz, 
Whes tbe Marquis of Montroſe marched Northward to the Shire of Rols, and 
other adjacent Counties, the Gentry of thoſe Parts (whether out of Reſpect to 
the Parliament, or to themſelves, I ſhall not determine) refuſed to declare for 
his MajeSty, only conſented to ſubſcribe a Bond for preſerving the Peace of the 
Nation againſt all Oppoſers, and upon theſe Terms to take up Arms. It was 
generally expected, that ſucha Confederation at ſo critical a Juncture, could 
give no Umbrage or Offence to the then prevailing Party; yet ſuch was their 
implacable Malice, at the very Name of Peace, that no ſooner was there 


as Copy of the Bond brought to Edinburgh, than the Committee of the Kirk 


thimdered out a long Declaration; wherein they charge this peaceable Be- 
haviour with 'downright Malignancy :- And, not to be behind with them? 


the Committee of the Eftates preſently ſeconded this Paper with a Procla- 


mation at the Croſs, wherein they alſo declare it treaſonable: And both 
theſe Manifeſio's (Copies whereof, as alſo of the Bond, you'll find inſert 
by our Author) were ſent through all the Presbyteries of the Nation, with 
peremptory Injunctions and Inſtructions to Miniſters, to read them from 


their Pulpits, and frame their Doctrines ſo, as to be a Kind of Comment 


x 


upon them. | eee | „„  o E rs cond ig We 
But this unpeaceful Genius of that ſtirring Faction, did yet more evi- 
dent ly appear in their Behaviour, when upon a Treaty with Middleton by 
Order of Parliament, Montroſe (in Obedience to his Majeſty's Conmands) 
disbanded his Forces, and retired out of the Country: For this Treaty 
was immediately condemn'd by the Committee of the Church, as contra- 
ry to the Covenant (as indeed was every Thing that made towards Peace) 
whereupon they petitioned that it might be reverſed in Parliament. The 


Petition it ſelf the Author has inſert, with ſome Remarks upon it; but 


what Return it met with from the Eſtates, he hath not as yet learned: 
Only tis certain, that Middleton (who was better acquainted with the 
Principles of a Souldier and a Gentleman, than with the Covenant) not- 
withſtanding this Petition, religiouſly adhered to the Treaty; whereupon 
thoſe Gentlemen thought fit to proceed againſt the chief of the Nobility 
and Gentry in Montroſes Army, by Excommunication, having paſt that 
'Genſure againſt himſelf long before. 
And now, I ſhould bid you heartily farewel; having no further Inſtru- 
ctions from my Friend to trouble you with; nor has he as yet committed 
any more to Paper, than what concerns the Period of Time from the Be- 
gimüng of the Rebellion 1637, to the Reſtoration. Vet, becauſe in diſ- 


| courling he hath acquainted me in general, with what he intends | to pub- 


liſh concerning the ſucceeding Period, which is your Province; and alſo, 
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for ſome Years thereafter. I ſhall in a very few Words lay before you 


your ſelf ſay little leſs. 


the Heads of what, GOD willing, he deſigns to make publick, touching 
thoſe alſo, ſo ſoon as he has ſeen your Second Volume. 8 

In the firſt Place then he obſerves, That the Reader muſt take moſt Part 
of the Papers you inſert, upon your own Word : For, unleſs it be ſome few pub- 
lick Acts, you neither let us know how nor where we can find them; fo 
that tis loſt Labour to endeavour to croſs-examine you; which alone he 
judges ſufficient to render your Collections very ſuſpicious ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering, that he has already diſcovered in them ſome plain Falſhoods in 
Fact, which of all Men you ſhould have taken moſt Care to beware of; 
who in this. your firſt Volume, have oftner than once or twice flatly given 
the Lie to that Glory of his Country, Sir George Mackenzie, whole Vera- 
city. was never before queſtioned by any honeſt Man; far leſs was he e- 
ver branded with the abominable Epicher of a Liar, but by a Gentle- 
man of Mr. Woddrow's Birch, Breeding and Education. | 

2dly, Some other Facts, he ſays, you have only vouched from bare 

Narratives ſent to you by known Traitors, and Ringleaders of Rebelli- 
on (or their Poſterity) touching their own deſerved Sufferings ; upon 
whoſe Faith ( eſpecially when ſmarting under the juſt Severity of Law, 
and fretting under that Yoke ) we can far leſs rely than upon your own. 

' 3d, He obſerves, tha you have larded the whole with many Stories, 
never before heard of, without fo much as giving any Vouchers for them 
at all. | EL 7 | | | 

| 4tly, He takes Notice, That you have been very full in ſome Narra- 
tives, and anxiouſly careful in collecting and inſerting in your Hiſtory, 
ſome long Papers, which yet are utterly impertinent to the Buſineſs you 
have undertaken, viz. The Sufferings. of what you are pleaſed to call the 
' Church of Scotland. Of this I ſhall give you but one Inſtance out of ma- 

ny; and that is, your tedious Detail of the Difference that happened be- 

twixt the Lord Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and Dr. Ramſay then Biſhop of 

Dumblain, about calling a Convocation of the Clergy; where you have taken 
Pains to ſcrape together all the Letters and other Papers, that relate to 
that Affair. I ſhall willingly own to you, that if the aforeſaid Difference 
had proceeded to any Height, the Church of Scotland would really been 
thereby a Sufferer : But what Inconveniency could this bring upon their 
Enemies the Phanaticks, whom you mean, when you name the Church? 
Twas rather a pleaſing Paſtime and Divertiſement to them, to behold 
Two Prelates, like Gladiators, fighting and wounding one another: And 
this truly ſeems to be the ſole End of your recording that Conteſt; and 


Now, were but theſe laſt Three weeded out of your firſt Volume 
(and truly we have litttle Ground to expect more ingenious Dealing in 
the ſecond) tis more than probable, that your Book would thereby ſoon 
be reduced to a much more moderate Bulk, as well as Temper. 
Next, as to your own Obſervations and Reflections, upon ſuch Papers 
as you have favoured us with, my Friend declares he never read any 
Thing more diverting: For, tho' you do therein ſufficiently bewray a 
| Harge Stock of Stupidity and Ignorance ; yet deſperate Malice at monar- 
chical Government in the State, and all Decency and Order in the churcb 
W | G W 19 l ( which 
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L W ] 
(which are the predominant Characters of a Due blue ) do moſt. e? 
minently appear throughout your pious and learned Labours. 
In all thoſe your Obſervations, the Author tells me, there are Two 
Poſtulata which you take for granted; and which, if yielded, would indeed 
o fat, towards procuring all good Mens Aſſent to your Superſtructure. 
The firſt of theſe is, That the Handful of deſperate Ruffans in the Weſt of 
Scotland, who had many Ways rendered themſelves obnoxious to the Laws by repeat- 
ed Murders, Robberies, and open Rebellions, were the only Perſons who at that 
Time conſtituted the Church of Scotland; and conſequently, that all others 
(the King not excepted, whom they actually excommunicated, and cal- 
led by Ko Name of Charles Stewart, a publick,Graſſator, &c.) were no more 
than Heathens and Infidels | 8 5 2 
The other, as a Corollary from this, is, That all public Orders and As 
made by Authority of the King and Parliament, or otherways, for ſuppreſſing and 
puniſhing thoſe Rioteers, and all Execution done thereupon, whether hy the Civil or 
military Sword, were Iniquity eſtabliſhed by a Law. So that, here the Bar muſt 
be allowed to arraign the Bench, and the Laws at length (ſince to be 
ſure, Delinquents of all Sorts will gladly flock ro your Side) ſhall become 
the only Criminals : And even Crompel himſelf (who, by the Way, is the 
only Perſon to whom I apply the Motto on the Title Page of this Letter) 


7 
4 


had found fair Quarter with you, and been 1 78 a Saint. . 
Zut the Author asks your Pardon, that he is do far from yielding theſe 
your Dypotheſes, that he has undertaken to prove moſt Part of your Saints 
to have been the greateſt Monſters of Wickedneſs that are recorded in any 
Hiſtory. Next, that thoſe Acts of Parliament, Privy-Council, exc. 
were ſo far from being ſevere, far leſs cruel or unjuſt; that they were viſib- 
ly deſective in their Conception, but much more in their Execution; and fo far 
from earrying any Degree of Hijuſtice in them, with reſpect to the Perſons 
they were levelled againſt, that the Want of a vigorous Execution, has prov'd 
a Cruelty fatal to this Day to the Nation. | 111 
Moreover, the Author preſumes to put you in Mind, that as you have re- 
corded many Perſons in your Kalendar, as Sufferers under King Charles II. 
who, tis like, will never find a Place in God's Martyrolegy; fo alſo, you'll 
conſider, that the deſerved Puniſhment of thoſe Men, was ſtated upon a 
Caule, (viz, Their Profeſſion of Adberence to the Covenant). that at this Day, 
your whole Party does plainly diſown and renounce, ſince none of them 
now a Days, do either {wear or keep that Oath, but avowedly tranſgreſs 
it almoſt in every Article; as by comparing your preſent Profeſſion and 
Practice, with the plain Words of that League, he has made clear to a 
Demonſtration. ee ot g 
Laſih, Our Author undertakes to make it appear, That even the few 
neceſſary Examples, which drove thoſe Wretches into a deſperate Rebellion, 
were made contrary to the Judgment of thoſe about the King, who were 
truly Loyal Subjects to his Majeſty, and orthodox in their Principles with 
reſpect to the Church; and rather extorted by ſuch, who in all the for- 
mer Courſe of their Lives, were known to be rigid Presbyterians, and Ene- 


* mice to the Royal Intereſt ; who having been diſappointed at the Reſtoration, 


of getting Presbyterial-' Anarchy re-eſtabliſhed, fell upon this Machiavelian 
Courſe of extending the Power aud Juriſdiction of the Biſhops, further 
than they knew would be acceptable to a People fo lately recovered out of 


2 long Schiſm and Rebellion; and then to load the Biſhops With the Blame 
of whatever juſt and neceffary Chaſtiſements the Prexhyterian new Attempes 
This Gentleman, as I have told you, has in the lajt Place promiled 4 
Continuation of your Hiſtory, till the Year 1694 or thereby; which in- 
deed will be very ſeaſonable. For, altho it pleaſed the Wiſdom of the Nas 
tion, ſome while after the Revolution, to put a ſufficient Bridle in your Preſ- 
byterian Jaws, as having had long and coſtly Experience of their former 
Deportment, when their Bram over Church and State was rampant ; yer 
there having paſt ſome Years before that was fully effectuated; you will, 
in that ſhort Period, diſcern the fame Spirit of Anarchy, Schiſm, Faction, 
and Cruelty, as vigorous among them at that Time, as ever it was during 
your beloved Forty Nine. I am, r 7 
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AI no Man of Senſe or Honour will pretend to load the Body of the Scots Na- 
tion with the Murder of the King, and the other Villanies briefly ſet down in 
this Letter, and fully in the Hiſtory of that Revolution; which were only the Deeds 
of a reſtleſs and wicked Faction, animated by a victorious mercenary amy; ſo, e- 
ven with Reſpect to the Phanaticks and Schiſmaricks themſelves ; the Author and 
T deſire not that what we have ſaid, ſhould be applied in all its Parts, to every 
fingle Perſon, who in thoſe Days profeſſed to be of the Presbyterian Perſuaſion, 
Far leſs to every One of their Preachers: For, certainly there were ſome Men of 
all Ranks, even during that © unhallowed Period, who: did follom an Abſalom, or 
aSheba in the Simplicity of their Hearts: Net ftill, ſince the far greater Num- 
ber of them (eſpeeially their pretended Supreme Judicatures) did very juſtly merit 
| the Character bere ſtuck, upon them: That alone we judge niay be thong bes ſuffcient 
to denominate the Party in general, a Set of rebellious, ſeditious, and ſchiſma- 
tical Men. Aud this the Authar and I deſire may be applied alſo to the Period 
which is the Subje& o/ your Volumes, wherein it cannot he denied, that there lived 
4 few Pres byter iaus, both Teachers and others, who were eminent both for Learn- 
ing and Piety; but many more, who very well deſerved the Charaflets that are 
bere, and in the Hiſtory given of the whole Faction. | "I 


ny Edinburgh, 3 Iſt December 1649; 
E which Day Sir James Stuart Provoſt, John Binnie, PatPich Thams 
II n, Robert Foulis, Robert Lockhart Baillies, George Suitie Dean of 

SCi.ild, James Rochead, Laurence Henderſon, David Wilkie, ohn Den- 
bolm, James Ellis, John Hilſtoun, Robert Murray Merchants, Gilbert Someryel 
Taylor, together with the Deacons of Crafts, James Borthwick of the Chir- 
urgeons, George Cleghorn of the Goldſmiths, Thomas Peacock of the Cordi- 
ners, being convened in Council. FOR AS MEIKLE AS, By Order of 
the Council of the 26th of this Inſtant, the Baillies John Binnie and Robert 
| Lockhart, and James Borthwick Deacon of the Chirurgeons, were appointed 
to goin with a Petition from the 8 to the Comimiſfion of — 
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' 2 neral Aſſembly, and craved their Reſolution, Whether they ſhould be fren 
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of the Payment of L 40000. Whilk Order Was obeyed, and a Petition 
_ preſented by them in Name of the Council to the Commiſſion, upon the 
Day of this Inſtant; and the Reſolution of the Commiſſion de- 
livered back to them thereupon, of the ſaid Date: Whilk Petition, and Re- 
ſolution of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, the Council or- 
dains to be inſert and regiſtrate in their Council Book, ad futuram rei 
memoriam, whereof the Tenor follows,  _ % 


Unto the right Reverend, the Commiſſion of the General Aſembly, _ 4 


The Deſire of the Lord Provoſt, Baillies, and Coun- 
cil of Edinburgh, uk a 


__ Humbly ſheweth, AS 
* AT whereas ſome Perſons, that ſeek Payment of ſome Part of the L 40000 3 
= borrowed by the Magiſtrates and Council for the Time of the late unlaw ful En- ' 
gagement; and are ſuiting Execution on their Bonds againſt us, who did prote ft | 
againſt the borrowing of that Money; and who ſince have diſclaimed and repealed all 
Acts made to that Purpoſe ; and have vowed and promiſed before GOD,” to do no- 
thing, that may make us or this Town acceſſory thereunto. It is therefore our hum- 
ble Deſire to be reſolved by your Wiſdoms, Whether in Conſcience we ſhould paß 
any Part of the ſaid Sums : Or, if rather we ſhould not legally defend our ſelves and 
this Burgh from Payment thereof: And that you may be pleaſed to aſſiſt us before 4 of 
the Lords of Seſſion, and any other Judge competent, for our Liberation. 


- Sojoburgh, 31 Decemd. 164g. **- 12 5” 11 £12" > Wl 
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Follows the A Meer of the Commiſſion, concerning the | 
Caſe propounded to the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, by the Pro | wn 
voſt, Baillies and Council of Edinburgh, Whether the ſaid Provoſt, Bail. 1- 
lies and Council, ſhould in Conſcience pay any Part of the L 40000. bor- 
rowed by the Magiſtrates and Council, for the Time of the late unlawful 
Engagement? ? 8 „„ 


T is the Judgment of the Commiſſion, that the Provoſt, Baillies and 
Council of Edinburgh, who propounds this Caſe, ſhould not in Con- 
ſcience pay any Part of rhe foreſaid Sums, nor interpoſe their Authority 
for paying off the ſame; in Regard of the Sinfulneſs and Unlawfulneſs of Th 
the ſaid Engagement, and in regard of their proteſting againſt the borrow- 
ing of that Money; and in reſpect of their diſclaiming and repealing all 
Acts made to that Purpoſe ; and of their Vows and Promiſes before GOD, 
to do nothing that may make them or the Town of Edinburgh acceſſory 
thereto, they are bound in Conſcience not to be acceſſory to the Payment 
thereof, unleſs they would involve themſelves in the Guilt of Acceſſion | 
unto, and Compliance with the late unlawful Engagement; and make 


open Profeſſion before the World, that they have not been real in their 
4 851 * W e 
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beet g =_ that wr have not mocked GOD in their fm” 
Vous and Pxomiſes, which yet is not to be underſtood, as if we thereby 
meant to obſtruct any juſt and legal Purſuit; that'the ted may have 
againſt the particular Perſons, who were inſtrumental and active in bor- 
1 owing the eee A. I 
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On the Mergite of the Church Nd fide of the Petition, it is 
marked De,, | | | 

The ſuppoſed Divine Reſponſe, That the Godly ought not in Conſcience to 
pay their Debts to the Ungodly, although contratted by Authority of Parliament, 
7 they proteſt againſt the ſame. 


And immediately below it in the Margine, with a different Hand and 
Ink, is written, An Antichriſtian Act made by Traitors, both Civil and Ecele- 
; faſtich, which ought to be burnt by the Hand of the Hangman. 


Theſe Wards (the ſuppoſed) which are before theſe Words in the Mar- 
gine (Divine Reſponſe) are written with the ſame Ink and Hand that the 
laſt Note is written. 


This Obſervation is 121. upon the Town Regiſter, by ſome ingenious 
Hand, vid. That tho the Church had abſolved the City of Edinburgh in Point 
1 of Conſcic nce, yet the State thought it reaſonable to condemn om in Point of 
LW and Equity, 
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Credi itors having applied 1 to the Parliament for Redreſs, the Town 
wieh were ordained to pay the Money. 
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For Printing by SUBSCRIPTION, 


The BOOK mentioned in the foregoing LETT ER. 


ER Reader, by peruſing the Letter it ſelf, will quickly 5 ine 
EX formed both touching the Delign of the Bock in View, and 
what is to be expected from it, when it comes abroad. Where- 
fore the Publiſhers, without ſubjoining any Thing to what is 

9 by the Author's Friend, do hereby invite and entreat all true 
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Lovers of / Hiſtory, of their Country, and of Truth it ſelf, to ſend in to 
them (to be communicate ro the Author) what Materials and Memorials 
they have, relating to the Hiſtory of the Periods of Time mentioned in 
the Title Page of the Letter; all which the Author promiſes, and we do en- 
gage in his Name, ſhall be carefully preſerved, and faithfully reſtored to 
the Owners, and honourable Mention made in the Book (unleſs the Par- 
ties expreſly forbid it) of the Names of all ſuch as ſhall contribute towards 


the carrying on ſo good a Work, whether by their Subſcriptions, or by 


ſupplying the Author with Materials; whereof, tho he has already a very 
numerous Collection, yet being deſirous, that the Work ſhould be as full 


and complete as poſſible ; and ſincerely reſolved, be the Event what it will, 


to do Juſtice to all Parties; tis hoped, that even ſuch as may differ from 


"him in their Judgment with reſpect to Church. Government, and other Heads 
mentioned in the foregoing Letter, will, without any Scruple, ſend 


in ſuch Prints, "Manuſcripts, &c. as can any ways contribute towards 
clearing the Reputation, and vindicating the Memory of any of the then 
contending Parties; or even of any fiugle Perſon who was engaged in the 


Tranſactions of thoſe Times : All which ſhall be carefully. and impartially 


In the next Place, the Work being ſo chargeable, (as conſiſting of 


Two hundred Sheets at leaſt) and the Publiſbers, molt willing to make Sub- 


/{crjbers as caſy as poſſible, they do propoſe, That the BOOK ſhall be 


Printed off in Parcels ; fo that no more than one Shilling being to be de- 


manded at a Time, all Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Others, who wall be 
- Pleaſed to encourage the Work by Subſeription, paying down a Shilling at 
fubſcribing, ſhall receive ſuch a Number of Sheets as correſponds to that 


; Price, againſt the Firſt of November next: At which Time they are to. pay 


. 


ing Houſe in the Poſt-hoyſe Oloſe in Edinburgh, at Alexander Davidſon's Shop 
in the Parli ame t. houſe; and at moſt other Bookſellers Shops and Coffee- 
- houſes in that City * As alſo, at London, by George Strachan, Bookſeller 


2 in another Shilling for Number II. And when that is alſo ready (wh-.h will 
be very quickly thereafter) publick Advertiſement will be given in thè r. yy 


Papers, and at moſt Bookſellers Shops in the Places under-written, for t. 


receiving the Sheets belonging to that Number; and ſo forth, till the Bod 
be completed; they being to pay nothing at receiving the laſt Number. 


SUBSCRIPPFIONS (as alſo #apers, from ſuch as will be ſo kind 
as to contribute that Way) will be taken in by tae Publiſbers at their Print- 


there; at Aberdeen, by Robert Farquhar Bookſeller there; at Inverneſs, by 


Mr. John Hatmaker, and at Glaſgom, by John Herbertſon Junior, Merchant; 


k 


and at Perth, by Robert Conqueror. 
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